The anemia of chronic renal failure revisited.
The mechanisms of the anemia of chronic renal failure are reviewed. Ineffective erythropoiesis is undoubtedly the major cause of this anemia. The contributions of inadequate erythropoietin secretion by the diseased kidneys, suppressive effects of uremic "toxins" on erythropoiesis and red cell survival, excess blood loss, and plasma concentrations of parathyroid hormone, calcium and phosphate are discussed.